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con·ver·sa·tion 
känv r’sāSH( )n/

noun - the informal exchange of ideas by spoken words

For over 20 years, Immunize Nevada and its founding coalitions,  
have been having conversations. Typical conversations that begin 
with “today your child is due for”, “we recommend”, “when was your 
last” and so on. But those conversations have gotten increasingly 
more difficult, the questions more complicated, the types more 
varied. Even the CDC saw the need, and developed resources 
for “Vaccine Conversations with Parents.” These conversations 
are also no longer traditional exchanges - vaccinator to patient. 
They’re in online comments, instant messages, phone calls, emails, 
texts, in mom groups and more. 

Our mission to be Nevada’s trusted immunization and health 
resource follows us wherever we go. Conversations at holiday 
cookie exchanges, airports, youth sports events, neighborhood 
playgrounds, our children’s schools, baby showers, hotels, salons, 
dinners with friends and family, weddings, daycares, grocery 
stores, banks, taxi cabs, gyms, and even 36,000 feet up in the air 
- are everyday occurrences for the Immunize Nevada team. We 
never know where it might lead or when a positive community 
health outcome may occur. 

I’m proud to showcase the thousands of conversations Immunize 
Nevada participated in 2015: whether it was through a Facebook 
post, at a neighborhood health fair, in an Immunization 101 training, 
at a community partner meeting or while walking the halls of the 
Nevada Legislature. Written or face to face - the message is the 
same: Our voices matter. Collectively, they are loudly making a 
difference. 

If we conversed with you in 2015, thank you. You are helping 
Nevada become a healthier state, and are contributing to our 
immunization rates’ steady increase. If we didn’t, I hope that we 
will have the opportunity to in 2016 as we continue to promote 
health and prevent disease in Nevada.

Heidi Parker, MA
Executive Director

Mission: Immunize Nevada is widely recognized 
as Nevada’s trusted resource for immunizations 
and community health for all ages by fostering 
education and statewide collaboration. 

Vision: Healthy communities across Nevada 
protected from vaccine-preventable disease.
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TEAM VACCINE
Passionate about protection? Join 

Team Vaccine with a monthly automatic 
donation of $10 or more and become a 

super hero to people in need today!

immunizenevada.org/teamvaccine

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
Join Immunize Nevada and our coalition partners 
the 1st Thursday of the month to hear partner 
updates, educational presentations and plan 
community efforts. Refreshments and networking 
at 8:00 am, Immunization & Health Educational 
Presentations 8:30 am – 10:00 am at the Las Vegas 
& Reno Innevation Centers.

immunizenevada.org/partners/monthly-meetings

NEVADA IMMUNIZATION 
LEARNING EXCHANGE
NILE is Immunize Nevada’s training program for 
healthcare professionals to fine-tune skills, network 
with colleagues, and earn CEU, CME, Pharmacy 
credits and more.

immunizenevada.org/nile

STAY CONNECTED
Join the conversation online!

 

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter:

Contact us:

Main: (775) 624-7117 
Email: Info@immunizenevada.org 

427 Ridge St, Suite C 
Reno, NV  89501

1050 Flamingo Road, Suite #E225 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 

Vfcnevada.org 
Influencenevada.org 
ImmunizeNevada.org



TAKING THE CONVERSATION TO THE STREETS

In 2015, the miles the Immunize Nevada team traveled shows just how many Nevadans we connected with across 
the state. As a result, the number of community events attended and number of people engaged with jumped 
dramatically. Opening a second office to increase outreach to southern Nevada was a major focus, as well as 
connecting rural communities with immunization clinics, education opportunities and resources.

To make all of this happen – Immunize Nevada invested in a volunteer program. Through the dedication of our 
committed volunteers, we were able to expand our reach so quickly and dramatically in one year. 

DIGITAL CONVERSATION EXPLOSION

Modern conversations take place on phones, tablets and computers. In 2015, Immunize Nevada embraced digital 
tools as well as traditional media to help spread the word. Our approach sought to empower individuals to use 
their spheres of influence to start their own conversations with friends, support networks and, of course providers. 
As a result, our online presence exploded with major increases in the number of people reached with educational, 
informative and pro-vaccine messages. 

POWERING PROVIDER CONVERSATIONS

Positive conversations with a trusted healthcare professional remain the 
number one influencer on the decision to vaccinate. Providing the tools for 
providers to have these conversations is an important focus of Immunize 
Nevada’s work. In 2015, we steadily increased the number of healthcare 
professionals engaged through online and in-person learning opportunities. 
In addition, providers were connected with eye-catching and effective printed 
materials such as childhood schedules, infant growth charts and other tools 
to help start those important conversations. 



INCOME

EXPENSES

2015 HIGHLIGHTS
Our swift response to Nevada cases reported during the 
national measles outbreak included developing an FAQ 
on immunizenevada.org, multiple press interviews and 
increased social media messaging including our #IAmTheWhy 
campaign. Our reach increased over 700% in just one week 
and provided up-to-date resources for those searching for 
information. 

School-age children across Nevada were given a healthy and 
on-time start to school through a combination of Back to 
School vaccination events, School Located Vaccine Clinics 
and direct partnerships with school districts to reduce 
non-compliance rates and increase access to preventive 
healthcare. It takes our whole coalition to ensure all students 
start school on time and stay healthy throughout the year.

By combining donor, clinical and volunteer resources; we 
ensured that vaccines were available at three Remote Area 
Medical (RAM) events. Those without healthcare access 
that are underserved and living in poverty received no-cost 
recommended adult immunizations; therefore improving 
their quality of life. 

HPV Free NV, a multifaceted project including community 
outreach, a media campaign, broad stakeholders, provider 
education and a statewide summit, reinforced that the HPV 
vaccine is cancer prevention. The resulting increase in HPV 
immunization rates brings Nevada o ne step closer to a 
future free from HPV-associated cancers. 

Our expanded volunteer program engaged a record number 
of students, interns and community members to assist 
statewide at back to school events, community flu clinics, in 
our office and more. These volunteer ambassadors continue 
to fulfill our mission throughout the state. 

The 10th annual Nevada Health Conference featured 
journalist and author Tara Haelle and sold-out with a record 
attendance of almost 300 attendees. Our partnership 
with maternal child health and chronic disease continues 
to provide a one-of-a-kind professional development 
experience for Nevada’s healthcare professionals. 

Visit immunizenevada.org/2015highlights for more info.

Special Events - 7%

Corporate - 2%

Individual - 0.4%

Government - 91%

0 $375,000 $750,000 $1,125,000 $1,500,000

Administrative - $206,411

Provider Education - $117,000

Programs - $1,525,392

Vaccination Services - $118,900

Information based on unaudited financials. For 2015 Audit visit immunizenevada.org/donate



CONTRIBUTORS
Immunize Nevada recognizes the major contributors 
to our work to prevent disease and protect health.

TEAM VACCINE GIVING SOCIETY

Big Shots:
Melissa R. Krall
Heidi & Pete Parker
Melissa Shake

Advocates:
David & Sheena Evans
Joan L. Hall
Daniel Mackie
JoAnn Rupiper
Elizabeth VanDeusen

Join Team Vaccine at immunizenevada.org/teamvaccine

IMMUNIZE NEVADA TEAM
Heidi S. Parker, MA, Executive Director
Direct: (775) 624-7114 I Cell: (775) 233-4529
Heidi@immunizenevada.org
Questions about our organization, funding and programs

Emily Ruzzine, Education and Events Director
Direct: (775) 624-7115 I Emily@immunizenevada.org
Questions about annual Nevada Health Conference, Silver Syringe 
and other education events

Betsy VanDeusen, MA, Strategic Partnerships and Development 
Director
Direct: (702) 529-4712 I Betsy@immunizenevada.org
Questions about partnerships, sponsorships and giving

Lisa Coker, MPH, Volunteer and Outreach Manager
Direct: (702) 529-4711 I Lisa@immunizenevada.org
Questions about volunteering and outreach events

Rhonda Baskins, RN, Training Coordinator
Direct: (775) 624-7118 I Rhonda@immunizenevada.org
Questions about staff training, NILE and clinical outreach

Kara Housby, Project Assistant
Direct: (775) 624-7112 I Kara@immunizenevada.org
Questions about events and clinics

Leah Sussman, Americorps VISTA
Direct: (702) 529-4713 I Leah@immunizenevada.org
Questions about school immunizations

Board of Directors
• Chair: Rutu Ezhuthachan, MD - Medical Director, UnitedHealthcare
• Vice-Chair: Bethany Sexton - Vice President, Renown Health
• Past-Chair: Doreen Begley, MS, RN - Health Coordinator, Early Head 

Start
• Secretary: Roni Galas, RN, BSN - Division Manager, Clinical Services, 

Carson City Health and Human Services
• Treasurer: Melissa Shake, Pharm.D. - Immunizations Trainer, 

Walgreens
• Melissa Krall, LSW - Project Manager, Community Health Alliance
• Janie Root - The Eye Care Center
• Linda Johnson - Attorney
• Steve Kutz, RN, MPH - Division Director, Washoe County Health 

District, Community and Clinical Health Services
• Emma Kibisu, BSN-RN,  MS, CPHQ - Director, Clinical Quality 

Management, Amerigroup Community Care

$5,000+

• Amerigroup
• Fund For A Healthy Nevada
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Nevada Division of Child & Family 

Services
• Nevada Division of Child, Family &  

Community Wellness
• Nevada Division of Public & Behavioral 

Health
• Nevada Public Health Training Center
• NV Energy
• Pfizer
• Renown Health
• Terry Lee Wells Foundation, Inc.
• UnitedHealthcare

$2,000+

• AT&T Nevada
• Healthcare Guidance Program
• Junior League of Las Vegas
• National Vaccination Influenza  

Disparities Partnership

• Saint Mary’s

Gifts in Kind

• Estipona Group
• The Glenn Group
• Dignity Health St. Rose 

Dominican
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